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Historic Functions (Enter categories from instructions.)  Current Functions (Enter categories from instructions.) 

DOMESTIC: hotel  DOMESTIC: hotel 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   
 

7. Description 

Architectural Classification (Enter categories from instructions.) 

LATE 19th AND EARLY 20th CENTURY AMERICAN MOVEMENTS/Commercial Style 

 

 

 

 

Materials (enter categories from instructions.) 

Principal exterior materials of the property:  Brick (façade); Concrete (foundation). 

5.  Classification 

 Ownership of Property (Check as many boxes as apply)  Category of Property (Check only one box) 

 [X] Private  [X] Building(s) 

 []  Public-local  []  District  

 []  Public-state  []  Site 

 []  Public-federal  []  Structure 

  []  Object 

Number of Resources within Property (Do not include previously listed resources in the count.) 

 Contributing  Noncontributing  

 1  1 Buildings 

    Sites 

    Structures 

    Objects 

 1  1 Total  

Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register 0 
 

6. Function or Use 
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Description 
 

Summary Paragraph (Briefly describe the general characteristics of the property, such as its location, type, style, method of 

construction, setting, size, and significant features. Indicate whether the property has historic integrity.) 

 

The Hotel Orleans is a brick, two-story building over a raised basement providing for three stories of guests 
rooms and common space. Constructed primary of tan brick, dark brown brick provides detailed embellishments 
on the south and west façades. The first and second story of each façade contains multiple openings, with large 
ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜ ǿƛƴŘƻǿǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘǊŀƴǎƻƳǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳǘƘ ŦŀœŀŘŜΩs first floor openings for the dining room. Inside, the 
historic layout has been retained as well as hardwood floors, railings, baseboards, and original hardware. The 
Hotel Orleans contains twenty-two guest rooms in addition to the main lobby, dining room, and kitchen, along 
with multiple common spaces and restrooms. Minor alterations have been made to the building to allow for 
modern conveniences. 
 

Narrative Description (Describe the historic and current physical appearance and condition of the property.  Describe 

contributing and noncontributing resources if applicable.) 

 

Setting 
The Hotel Orleans1 is located at 101 Pine Street in Orleans, in southcentral Nebraska.  Situated on Highway 89 
(Orleans Avenue) just one block north of Orleans downtown square and three blocks east of the Republican 
Railroad Depot, the Hotel was situated to serve travelers both by rail and road. The blocks south of the hotel 
remain commercial in nature today, though empty, with residential neighborhood to the west, north, and east 
of the hotel. A vacant lot immediately north of the hotel that is used for parking for large gatherings. Otherwise, 
street parking is available along Pine Street. The Hotel Orleans remains strategically located to serve the 
travelling public as US Highway 136 passes through town just three blocks north of the hotel and US Highway 
183, a major thoroughfare from Canada to Mexico. The town is located in the Republican Valley with the Harlan 
County Lake less than 10 miles away.  Hunting and fishing are prevalent in the Republican Valley, often by out-
of-towners who lodge at the Orleans Hotel Bed & Breakfast. A small gardeners shed is located on the property 
just east of the buildling. A recent addition to the property, it is non-contributing to the nomination. 
 
Exterior 
The two-story plus basement brick hotel was completed in 1930. Designed by E. Floyd Redding of Denver, 
Colorado, and constructed by Watterman & Trumbo of nearby Holdrege. The 11,000 square foot, rectangular 
building has a concrete foundation, a façade of common brick with light mortar, and a flat roof.  It sits with its 
primary façade facing south and containing a single-story porch on the western end of the south façade, 
containing the ƘƻǘŜƭΩǎ main entrance. The west side of the hotel faces Highway 89, making the hotel highly 
visible to travelers considering leaving town for the evening.  The blueprints (Figure 5 & 6) were drawn with the 
primary façade facing east, suggesting that the building was originally intended for a different lot. Due to its 
visibility from Highway 89, the address has errantly been referred to as Orleans Avenue.  The parapet extends 
just the two most visible ς south and west ς façades. 
 
The open-air porch on the south façade with ornate wood trim in the openings.2 The stairs are set into the porch 
ŀƴŘ ŀǊŜ ǘƻǇǇŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǎƳŀƭƭ ƴŜƻƴ άIh¢9[έ ǎƛƎƴΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƭƛƎƘǘǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǊƴŜǊ ƻŦ hǊƭŜŀƴǎ ŀƴŘ tƛƴŜΦ It is set back 
one opening from the west, extends across only two first floor openings, and contains a flat roof and 
abbreviated parapet mimicking that on the second story. The original double-door with transom has been 
                                                                    
1 Over time the Hotel Orleans was also ÒÅÆÅÒÒÅÄ ÔÏ ÁÓ Ȱ/ÒÌÅÁÎÓ (ÏÔÅÌȱ ÉÎ ÎÅ×ÓÐÁÐÅÒÓ accounts. 
2 The wood trim is a recent modification as the porch openings only contained plain screens as of 1985. Image HN04-

042_8506-012-03, Nebraska State Historic Preservation Office, site files, Lincoln, NE.  
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replaced by a single door with sidelights and transom, retaining the historic opening. The basement level is 
covered with brown brick under the tan brick façade of the first and second stories, with brown brick sills at the 
openings. At the roofline there is a soldier-course of brown brick below the parapet. Relatively simple, the 
parapet includes modest stepping pattern at the east and west ends of the south façade and contains simple 
embellishment in brown brick. Details in brown brick are also visible in quoining at each corner of the south 
façade, as well as wall acknowledgments at roughly one-fifth from each side of the façade. Each story on the 
south façade contains ten openings. At the basement level the опέ Ȅ мпέ opening retain their original wood 
three-over-one sashes. With no window-wells these windows extend to just above grade. The openings at the 
first story vary; the second opening from the west is the main entrance via the aforementioned porch while the 
third opening is a small window as it also is covered by the one-story porch. Four large windows give are 
ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŘƛƴƛƴƎ ǊƻƻƳ ǿƛǘƘ рнέ Ȅ мпέ ŦƛǾŜ-ƭƛǘŜ ǘǊŀƴǎƻƳǎ ƻǾŜǊ рнέ ǎǉǳŀǊŜ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ-lite windows. While some 
panes have been damaged and replaced, the windows have otherwise not been touched. This same type of 
window is present in the westernmost opening, looking into the hotel lobby. The three easternmost windows at 
the first story are three-over-one double-hung windows, measuring опέ x олέ and retain their wood sashes. This 
same window size is present in all ten of the second story openings. While the original jambs remain the 
window sashes have been replaced with one-over-one windows. The original wood window frames are painted 
green while the replacements are white. 
 
The west façade contains three bays as delineated by the same brick embellishments found on the south façade, 
with the center bay being slightly wider than the two on its flanks. Brown brick at the basement level and similar 
parapet detail is present on this façade, as well. The first story contain three large picture windows with five-lite 
transoms. There are four one-over-one replacement windows at the second story ς two within the center bay 
and one in each of the north and south bays. There are four original basement windows situated in line with the 
second story windows. Lǘ ƛǎ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŦŀœŀŘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ άIh¢9[έ ǎƛƎƴ ƛǎ more visible. Originally wrapping the 
southwest corner, it is currently only present on the west side. Roughly ten feet in height and a foot wide, the 
red metal sign has large white letters descending vertically to attract those passing by. Over the years signs 
have changed multiple times, varying both in their extravagance and location. 
 
The north façade is entirely of tan brick and absent any brick detailing, parapet, or large windows present on the 
preceding façades. Present are ten windows per story ς small three-over-one windows at the basement level 
and standard one-over-one double-hung windows in each of the ten opening at the first and second story. The 
ŦƛǊǎǘ ǎǘƻǊȅ ǊŜǘŀƛƴǎ ƛǘǎ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ǿƛƴŘƻǿǎ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǎǘƻǊȅΩǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜŘΦ Rather than brick 
embellishment, there are two metal two downspouts on this façade. Near the northeast corner of the building is 
a brick chimney which protrudes from the façade and extends roughly ten feet above the roofline. A sidewalk 
runs the length of this façade. 
 
The east façade is entirely of tan brick and void of any embellishments. At the basement level there are four 
openings, three windows and a basement entrance; the first story mimics this pattern. From the south, there 
are two windows, the door, and the fourth window. At the basement a set of concrete steps descend to the 
entrance, while a ramp extends from the Pine Street sidewalk. The ramp runs north from the sidewalk before 
turning west and then south as it approaches landing for the first floor entry, which can also be ascended to via 
a set of metal stairs. A wooden door is present with transom, while the three window openings are one-over-
one. At the second story, four one-over-one windows are present, similar to the west façade. 
 
Interior 
A large lobby is entered via the front entrance. The entire hotel retains its original two-and-a-quarter inch oak 
floors and plaster walls as does the rest of the hotel, all in beautiful condition.  All doors inside the hotel are 
original and are where they were placed in the beginning.  Oak flooring is present throughout with trim, doors, 
and windows of fir, pine, or oak depending on the room and its purpose. There are several sets of pristine 
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French doors that are pristine. ¢ƘŜ ƭƻōōȅΩǎ ƘŀǊŘǿƻƻŘ ŦƭƻƻǊƛƴƎ ƛǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ǳƴŘŜǊ ŎŀǊǇŜǘΦ 5irectly opposite the 
entrance is the original check-in desk, iƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿŀƭƭ ŎŀōƛƴŜǘ ŦƻǊ ŜŀŎƘ ǊƻƻƳΩǎ ƪŜȅ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǇƘƻƴŜ ōƻƻǘƘ ǿƘƛŎƘ 
ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭƭȅ ǿŀǎ ǘǳŎƪŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭƻōōȅΩǎ ŘŜƴΣ ŀ ǎƳŀƭƭ ǊƻƻƳ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǊǘƘǿŜǎǘ ŎƻǊƴŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭƻōōȅ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƴƻǿ ǎŜǊǾŜǎ 
as an office. Above the check-in desk and extending the full length of the lobby is a modern HVAC duct. 
Otherwise, changes to the space are not noticeable. In the southeast corner of the lobby is the open stairway 
which is completely original and in pristine condition. There are five stairs leading south toward a landing as the 
stair switchback and ascend to the second story heading north. Just beyond the stairwell on the east wall is a set 
of French doors which open to the hotel dining room; north of this opening is the hallway entrance. On the 
north wall behind the counter is ǘƘŜ ŘƻƻǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǘŜƭ ƳŀƴŀƎŜǊΩǎ ǎǳƛǘŜ ƻŦ ǘǿƻ ǊƻƻƳǎ ŀƴŘ ƛǘǎ ƻǿƴ ōŀǘƘǊƻƻƳΦ 
Each room has its own entrance ς the west to the lobby and the east to the hallway ς in addition to being 
ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘŜŘ Ǿƛŀ ŀ WŀŎƪ ƴΩ Wƛƭƭ ōŀǘƘǊƻƻƳΦ 9ŀŎƘ ōŜŘǊƻƻƳ Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴǎ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ŎƭƻǎŜǘǎ in the hotel. 
 
The French doors open to the dining room, a large open room that continues to be used to host meals along 
with other meetings and gatherings. LƭƭǳƳƛƴŀǘŜŘ ōȅ ǎƛȄ ǎƳŀƭƭ ƭƛƎƘǘǎΣ ǘƘŜ ǊƻƻƳΩǎ ƴƻǊǘƘ ǿŀƭƭ Ƙŀǎ ƴƻ ƻǇŜƴƛƴƎǎ ŀǎ ƛǘ 
borders the hallway; four large windows on the south façade open to this room. The dining room has no 
noticeable changes from its historic appearance. The east wall contains in-and-out swinging doors to the 
kitchen, which has seen some alterations over time. Retaining its historic layout, ceramic tile flooring and new 
lighting has been installed, along with modern appliances to support the meal preparation which continues to 
this day. Along the north wall a dumbwaiter is still present.  
 
A door in the northeast corner of the kitchen accesses the first floor hallway which runs down the center of the 
ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘƛƴƎ ŘƛƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƪƛǘŎƘŜƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳǘƘ ŦǊƻƳ ƎǳŜǎǘǎΩ ǊƻƻƳǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǊǘƘΦ From the west, the 
hallway can be entered from the lobby. On the east, the hallway contains the hoǘŜƭΩǎ ǊŜŀǊ ŜƴǘǊŀƴŎŜΣ ƪƛǘŎƘŜƴ 
access, and a second stairwell for vertical circulation. Overhead the HVAC duct extends the length of the 
hallway, which is otherwise unchanged including the retention of the original fire houseΦ !ƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƘŀƭƭǿŀȅΩǎ 
south wall at the top of stairs to the basement, is a mop closest, the lone historic restroom (toilet only) for the 
floor, and a shallow linen closet. Along the north side were five guest rooms, roughly 10 feet x 12 feet with 10 
foot ceilings, and containing their own sink and heating register. Today there are four guest rooms on the floor 
as one has been into a full bathroom for the floor, with shower and toilet. For each room the five-panel fir door 
ƛǎ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƻƻƳΩǎ ǎƻǳǘƘǿŜǎǘ ŎƻǊƴŜǊ ŀƴŘ Ƙŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇ ǇŀƴŜƭ ǊŜǇlaced with a vent. The guest rooms retain a 
high degree of integrity, including hardwood trim, flooring, and small sinks that are original to building.  
 
!ǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƛƴ ǎǘŀƛǊǿŜƭƭΣ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ŦƭƻƻǊΩǎ ǿŜǎǘ ŜƴŘ Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴǎ ŀ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǊƻƻƳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƻƴŎŜ served as 
an apartment for the hotel owners. Originally, on the south side of the hallway there was two large bedrooms 
which shared a full bathroom and north of the hall were two standard bedrooms. In the 1980s the hallway was 
blocked off, the two southern rooms were converted to a kitchen and living room, and the two northern rooms 
were combined to a single, large bedroom. This configuration remains today as the group of rooms can be 
rented as a suite. 
 
Historically the north side of the second floor contained nine guest rooms that are nearly identical to the ones 
found on the first floor, the only difference being that the three western bedrooms had doors positioned in their 
southeast, not southwest, corner.3 While all the guest rooms are roughly ten-and-a-half feet wide, those on the 
south side measure an additional six-and-a-half feet in length. These nine larger rooms, including what is now 
the kitchen and living room of the suite, have a full WŀŎƪ ƴΩ Wƛƭƭ ōŀǘƘǊƻƻƳǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŜȄŎŜǇǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ seventh from 
the west, which had no restroom access. Today this room has been transformed into full bathroom. There are 
two hallway toilets on the floor, one near the top of each stair well. The second bedroom west of the main stair 

                                                                    
3 The count of nine second story guestrooms includes the two which are now contained in the suite. 
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well has been converted into a full bathroom, similar to the practice on the first floor. The second floor hallway 
remains unchanged with the exception of the HVAC ductwork above. 
 
The basement contains original oak flooring, floating over a cement floor. At the base of the main stairwell, 
ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ǎƳŀƭƭ ƭƻǳƴƎŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ Ψ/ƭǳō wƻƻƳΩ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ǇƭŀƴǎΦ ¢ƻ ǘƘŜ Ŝŀǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀƛǊǿŜƭƭ 
is a large banquet room, mimicking the size and layout of the dining room above. The basement includes a 
serving kitchen east of the banquet room, complete with the swinging in-and-out doors and dumbwaiter to the 
kitchen above. A small counter has been built outside the serving kitchen into the banquet room. The 
ōŀǎŜƳŜƴǘΩǎ ǎƻǳǘƘŜŀǎǘ ǊƻƻƳ Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴǎ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǘŜƭ ƭŀǳƴŘǊȅ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘȅΦ bƻǊǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōŀǎŜment hallway is a mix of six 
bedrooms, a full bathroom, and the boiler and coal rooms at the eastern end which today are used for storage. 
 
The hotel was built with 28 bedrooms which today numbers 22 due to the addition of full bathrooms and the 
creating of the second floor suite. There are also a number of public spaces including the first floor lobby and 
dining room and the basement banquet and club rooms. The hotel has continually operated as a hotel, today 
known as the Orleans Hotel Bed & Breakfast.  Along the way many amenities were added to enhance the quality 
of the stay for the guests, such as central air conditioning, accessibility ramp, and an accessible bathroom on the 
first floor all in 2014. These alterations have done little to compromise the rŜǎƻǳǊŎŜΩǎ ƛƴǘŜƎǊƛǘȅΦ ¢ƘŜ Hotel 
Orleans fully retains its aspects of Location and Setting; the modifications have had little to no impact on the 
Design of the hotel; the replacement of some windows has slightly reduced the aspect of Materials and 
Workmanship, however there are numerous examples of these aspects remaining throughout the building; and 
today the building continues to operate as a hotel, giving the Hotel Orleans a high degree of integrity as it 
relates to Association and Feeling. 
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8.  Statement of Significance 

 
Applicable National Register Criteria 
όaŀǊƪ ά·έ ƛƴ ƻƴŜ ƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ōƻȄŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƛǘŜǊƛŀ ǉǳŀƭƛŦȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
property for National Register listing.) 
 

X A Property is associated with events that 
have made a significant contribution to 
the broad patterns of our history.   

 B Property is associated with the lives of 
persons significant in our past.   

X C Property embodies the distinctive 
characteristics of a type, period, or 
method of construction or represents the 
work of a master, or possesses high 
artistic values, or represents a significant 
and distinguishable entity whose 
components lack individual distinction. 

 

 

 D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield 
information important in prehistory or 
history.   

 

Criteria Considerations 
όaŀǊƪ ά·έ ƛƴ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ōƻȄŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǇǇƭȅΦύ 
 

Property is: 

 A Owned by a religious institution or used 
for religious purposes.   

 B Removed from its original location. 

 C A birthplace or a grave. 

 D A cemetery. 

 E 
A reconstructed building, object, or 
structure. 

 F A commemorative property. 

 G Less than 50 years of age or achieved 
significance within the past 50 years.   

 
 

 
Areas of Significance  

(Enter categories from instructions.) 

COMMERCE 

ARCHICTECTURE 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Period of Significance 

1930-1971 

 

 
 

Significant Dates 

 

 

 

Significant Person  
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above.) 

N/A 

 
 

Cultural Affiliation 

N/A 

 

 
 

Architect/Builder 

E. Floyd Redding (architect) 

Watterman & Trumbo (builder) 

 
 

 
 

Statement of Significance Summary Paragraph (Provide a summary paragraph that includes level of significance, 

applicable criteria, justification for the period of significance, and any applicable criteria considerations.)  
 

The Hotel Orleans is eligible for the National Register of Historic Places under Criterion A: Commerce as an 
important resource in the commercial development of the City of Orleans. The hotel was constructed in 1930 
neŀǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ŀƴŘ ƴŜŀǊ ōƻǘƘ Ǌŀƛƭ ŀƴŘ ǾŜƘƛŎǳƭŀǊ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǊƻǳǘŜǎ. The Hotel Orleans is also 
eligible for the National Register under Criterion C: Architecture, as a good example of early twentieth-century 
commercial hotel design that reflects the modern form and modest details popular in hotel design following 
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World War I. ThŜ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ƻŦ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴŎŜ ōŜƎƛƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǘŜƭΩǎ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ 1930 and ends in 1971 at the 
National Register fifty-year cut-off, as the resource continues to serve as a hotel. 
 

Narrative Statement of Significance (Provide at least one paragraph for each area of significance.)   

 

The town of Orleans came about in 1872 as early settlers needed a place to purchase basic needs and serve as 
the center for gathering with friends and relatives.  Geographically, Orleans was a good place to plat a town.  
The area is situated in the Republican River Valley between several creeks providing access to fresh water, and 
the railroad was about to come through the Valley.  By the time the first steam train rolled through Orleans in 
1880 the town had 400 inhabitants. By the time the hotel was constructed in 1930, the townΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ 
approaching 1,000, and Orleans had grown into a marketplace for grain and other commodities. Commercial 
businesses and activity in Orleans was centered around a beautiful town square, one block south of the hotel, 
which still contains the historic Cordelia Bennett Preston Memorial Library.  
 
Commerce 
Prior to 1930, the town contained two frame hotels which ceased operation shortly after Hotel Orleans was 
completed. Travelling salesmen were common during this era of commerce, commuting from town to town by 
train and automobiles to sell their products. Keeping these salesmen in town overnight was good business, not 
just for a local hotel but the entire community, and led to a boom of modern lodging accommodations in the 
1920s. Aside from providing pleasant quarters for travelers, the new hotels became the symbol of a prospering 
community with a bright future. Failure to have a hotel would have been an admission that the town was 
economically stagnant. For this reason, residents in towns and cities of all sizes thought it was important to 
ǎƘƻǿŎŀǎŜ ŀ άƳƻŘŜǊƴέ ƘƻǘŜƭ ŀǎ ŀƴ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ prominent standing in the state.4 
 
The press in Orleans saw a new hotel as, άA paying proposition from a dollar and cents standpoint upon its 
completion, beside a long step in the direction of an improvement vital to the progress and best interests of our 
ŎƛǘȅΦέ5 Historians on the subject have stated that, άThe full range of hotel facilities such as dining rooms and 
coffee shops were important adjuncts to private business dealing and public entertainment. Hotels were 
intended to stand as landmarks symbolic of economic and social vigor. The amenities they provided signified 
ŘŜŎƻǊǳƳ ŀƴŘ ŎƛǾƛƭƛǘȅΦέ6 It is within this context the significance of the Hotel Orleans is realized.  
 

                                                                    
4 John A. Jakle, Keith A. Sculle, and Jefferson S. Rogers. The Motel in America, (Baltimore, MD: The Johns Hopkins 

University Press, 1996), 57-89. 
5 Ȱ.Å× (ÏÔÅÌ ÆÏÒ /ÒÌÅÁÎÓ !ÓÓÕÒÅÄȡ 2ÅÐÒÅÓÅÎÔÁÔÉÖÅ 7ÉÌÌ "Å ÉÎ 4Ï×Î ÉÎ &Å× $ÁÙÓ ÔÏ #ÌÏÓÅ ÔÈÅ $ÅÁÌȟȱ The Orleans Chronicle, 

(Orleans, NE), February 14, 1929. 
6 John A. Jakle, Keith A. Sculle, and Jefferson S. Rogers. The Motel in America, (Baltimore, MD: The Johns Hopkins 

University Press, 1996), 25. 
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Figure 1: Proposed hotel design. The Orleans Chronicle, (Orleans, NE), April 28, 1928. 

 
 
In south-central Nebraska, Orleans struck first as nearby IƻƭŘǊŜƎŜΩǎ ǎƛȄ-story Hotel Dale would not be completed 
until 1931.7 In February 1929 members of the Orleans Rotary Club and the local American Legion Post formed a 
building committee which planned for the completion of the Hotel Orleans that summer.8 Meetings and public 
appeals to invest in the hotel shortly followed. A fundraising campaign was announced in June with an ultimate 
Ǝƻŀƭ ƻŦ ǊŀƛǎƛƴƎ ϷслΣллл ŦƻǊ ŀ άǘƘǊŜŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ modern structure, [that] will contain from thirty-six to forty-two rooms, 
many with private bath. It will also contain a modern coffee shop, dining room, sample rooms, in fact everything 
found in an up-to-ŘŀǘŜ Ŏƛǘȅ ƘƻǘŜƭΣέ and construction began about July 15.9  
 

                                                                    
7 Ȱ2ÕÒÁÌ "ÅÒÔÒÁÎÄ -ÁÎ 0ÕÒÃÈÁÓÅÓ (ÏÌÄÒÅÇÅ $Ï×ÎÔÏ×Î ,ÁÎÄÍÁÒËȟȱ Holdrege Citizen, (Holdrege, NE), April 5, 2013. 
8 Ȱ.Å× (ÏÔÅÌ ÆÏÒ /ÒÌÅÁÎÓ !ÓÓÕÒÅÄȡ 2ÅÐÒÅÓÅÎÔÁÔÉÖÅ 7ÉÌÌ "Å ÉÎ 4Ï×Î ÉÎ &Å× $ÁÙÓ ÔÏ #ÌÏÓÅ ÔÈÅ $ÅÁÌȟȱ The Orleans Chronicle, 

(Orleans, NE), February 14, 1929. 
9 Ȱ(ÏÔÅÌ #ÏÍÍÉÔÔÅÅ -ÅÅÔÉÎÇ 4ÏÎÉÇÈÔȟȱ The Orleans Chronicleȟ ɉ/ÒÌÅÁÎÓȟ .%Ɋȟ -ÁÒÃÈ Ωȟ ΣΫΤΫȢ Ȱ4ÈÅ (ÏÔÅÌ -ÕÓÔ #ÏÍÅȟȱ The 

Orleans Chronicle, (Orleans, NE), Match 28, 1929. Ȱ#ÉÔÉÚÅÎÓ ,aunch $60,000 Fund Campaign to Building new Modern 
(ÏÔÅÌ ÉÎ /ÒÌÅÁÎÓȟȱ The Orleans Chronicle, (Orleans, NE), June 13, 1929. 
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The Orleans Chronicle may have been less than accurate in its assertion that there was άƴƻǘ ŀ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ Řƻǳōǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
minds of our people concerning the need of an up-to-date hostlery (sic) in our city,έ10 as articles followed 
imploring the ŎƛǘȅΩǎ merchants to invest in the venture and rebuking those who doubted the hotelΩǎ necessity.11 
The gentlemen who backed this venture saw the hoǘŜƭ ŀǎ ŀ ǿŀȅ ƻŦ άǊŜǾƛǾƛƴƎ ƛǘǎ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊƛŀƭ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭ ƭƛŦŜ ōȅ 
ǘƘŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǘŜƭΣέ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ άŀƭƭ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘΣ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅ ƻǊ ƛƴŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅέ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǘŜƭ 
would draw to or keep in Orleans.12 
 

 
Figure 2: Fundraising Campaign Advertisement, The Orleans Chronicle, (Orleans, NE), July 4, 1929. 

 
By July, the committee selected tƘŜ ²ƻƻƎŜǊŘ ŎƻǊƴŜǊΣ ƘƻƳŜ ǘƻ άǘƘŜ ƻƭŘ hǊƭŜŀƴǎ ǘƛǊŜ ǎƘƻǇΣέ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ 
building site for the hotel. It is unclear if this is the lot on which the hotel was eventually built. Early sketches of 
the hotel (Figures 1 & 3) show it located on a downtown commercial lot, and the accepted plans (Figures 5 & 6) 
have the primary façade facing east, not south as it was constructed. At this same meeting, the committee drew 
up articles of incorporation for what would be known as the Orleans Hotel Holding Company. Seven Orleans 
residents were named as the incorporators with over $20,000 secured. After setting an initial goal of $30,000, 

                                                                    
10 Ȱ.Å× (ÏÔÅÌ ÆÏÒ /ÒÌÅÁÎÓ !ÓÓÕÒÅÄȡ 2ÅÐÒÅÓÅÎÔÁÔÉÖÅ 7ÉÌÌ "Å ÉÎ 4Ï×Î ÉÎ &Å× $ÁÙÓ ÔÏ #ÌÏÓÅ ÔÈÅ $ÅÁÌȟȱ The Orleans 

Chronicle, (Orleans, NE), February 14, 1929.  
11 Ȱ4ÈÅ (ÏÔÅÌ -ÕÓÔ #ÏÍÅȟȱ The Orleans Chronicle, (Orleans, NE), Match 28, 1929. 2ÅÖȢ *Ȣ%Ȣ (ÁÈÎȟ Ȱ4ÈÅ .Å× (ÏÔÅÌȟȱ The 

Orleans Chronicle, (Orleans, NE), April 4, 1929. 
12 2ÅÖȢ *Ȣ%Ȣ (ÁÈÎȟ Ȱ4ÈÅ .Å× (ÏÔÅÌȟȱ The Orleans Chronicle, (Orleans, NE), April 4, 1929. 
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the company had authorized the sale of $45,000 in stock, a provision made for an ultimate stock issue of 
$65,000.13  
 

 
Figure 3: Proposed hotel design, The Orleans Chronicle, (Orleans, NE), July 11, 1929.14  

 
Delays, presumably due the financial panic which gripped the nation in 1929, led to a construction delay; some 
even doubted if the hotel would ever become a reality. Meetings in early March 1930 led to the Orleans Hotel 
Holding Company to award the excavation contract to Hubert Smith of Orleans, with the general contract being 
let to Watterman & Trumbo of Holdrege. In the nine months since the plans for a three story hotel with roughly 
forty rooms were announced, the Orleans Hotel Holding Company had scaled back their ambitious plans. It 
accepted Denver, Colorado, architect E. Floyd ReddingΩǎ plans for a downsized hotel identical to the one in 
Oberlin, Kansas.15 While scaled down from previous designs, the hotel will ōŜ ƛƳǇǊŜǎǎƛǾŜΣ ƴƻƴŜǘƘŜƭŜǎǎΣ ǿƛǘƘ άнп 
bed rooms besides other rooms and will be modern throughout, constructed of light brick and sǘƻƴŜΣέ ŀǘ ŀ Ŏƻǎǘ 
of $35,000.16 Whether the smaller hotel was decided upon due to a lack of willing local investors, the October 

                                                                    
13 4ÈÅ ÓÅÖÅÎ ÍÅÎ ×ÅÒÅȡ *Ȣ%Ȣ (ÁÈÎȟ *ÁÍÅÓ !Ȣ -Ã'ÅÁÃÈÉÎȟ /ȭ (ÁÎÓÏÎȟ 7Ȣ!Ȣ ,ÅÎÎÅÍÁÎÎȟ (ÁÒÒÙ -ÉÔÃÈÅÌÌȟ !Ȣ*Ȣ 'ÁÒÄÎÅÒȟ ÁÎÄ 
'ÅÏÒÇÅ %Ȣ 2ÅÙÎÏÌÄÓȢ Ȱ.Å× #ÏÒÐÏÒÁÔÉÏÎÓȟȱ Lincoln Journalȟ ɉ,ÉÎÃÏÌÎȟ .%Ɋȟ *ÕÌÙ ΤΩȟ ΣΫΤΫȢ Ȱ3ÔÁÔÅ .Å×Ó )ÔÅÍÓ ÏÆ 
)ÎÔÅÒÅÓÔȟȱ Blain County Booster, (Dunning, NE), August 8, 1929. Ȱ.Å× (ÏÔÅÌ 3ÉÔÅ 3ÅÌÅÃÔÅÄ ÁÔ -ÅÅÔÉÎÇ ÏÆ 
Stockholders Last Friday Night," The Orleans Chronicle, (Orleans, NE), July 25, 1929. 

14 There is no mention why the design changed from the example given in The Orleans Chronicle on April 28, 1929. 
15 It is unclear if Redding designed the hotel in Oberlin or if the Orleans Hotel Holding Company simple liked the design. 
16 Ȱ%ØÃÁÖÁÔÉÎÇ ÆÏÒ /ÒÌÅÁÎÓ .Å× (ÏÔÅÌ "ÁÓÅÍÅÎÔ ÉÓ 5ÎÄÅÒ×ÁÙ- #ÏÎÔÒÁÃÔ ,ÅÔȟȱ The Orleans Chronicle, (Orleans, NE), March 
ΤΡȟ ΣΫΥΡȢ Ȱ7ÁÔÅÒÍÁÎ Ǫ 4ÒÕÍÂÏ 'ÉÖÅÎ #ÏÎÔÒÁÃÔ ÔÏ "ÕÉÌÄ /ÒÌÅÁÎÓ .Å× -ÏÄÅÒÎ (ÏÔÅÌȟȱ The Orleans Chronicle, 
(Orleans, NE), March 27, 1930. 



United States Department of the Interior  

National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form  
NPS Form 10-900 OMB No. 1024-0018 
 

Hotel Orleans  Harlan County, Nebraska 
Name of Property County and State 

12 

1929 stock market crash, or both, is unclear. That fact that the Hotel Orleans was even built is just as significant 
in that it weathered the storm of the Great Depression to remain in operation. From 1929 through the 1930s 
hotel construction rates declined significantly and more than 85 percent of hotels nationwide experienced 
financial difficulty.17 
 
Work progressed on the hotel through the summer and into the fall of 1930. In October the Orleans Hotel 
Holding Company came to an agreement with William Haber of Kansas City, Missouri, on a five year lease for 
$12,000 to operate the hotel. The hotel was officially named the άHotel Orleansέ ŀƴŘ ŀ άōƛƎ ŜƭŜŎǘǊƛŎ ǎƛƎƴ ƛǎ ƴƻǿ 
ōŜƛƴƎ ƳŀŘŜ ǘƻ ŜƳōƭŀȊŜƴ όǎƛŎύ ƛǘǎ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǊƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊǎΦέ 18 The Holding Company was hoping for a 
November 1 opening, with November 10 as a fallback date, neither of which were met. The hotel dining room, 
however, opened on November 9, serving over 100 people on its opening day. Less than two weeks later the 
Hotel Orleans formally opened on November 21, 1930Σ ōŜƛƴƎ ƘŀƛƭŜŘ ŀǎ άŀ ƳƻƴǳƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊȅ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ Ŏƛǘȅ 
and progressivism of our people.έ19 
 

 
Figure пΥ !ŘǾŜǊǘƛǎŜƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ IƻǘŜƭ hǊƭŜŀƴǎΩ CƻǊƳŀƭ hǇŜƴƛƴƎΣ The Orleans Chronicle, (Orleans, NE), November 

21, 1930. 
 
5ŜǎǇƛǘŜ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǘŜƭΩǎ ƻǇŜƴƛƴƎ ŎƻƛƴŎƛŘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƻƴǎŜǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ DǊŜŀǘ 5ŜǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ 
traffic in and out of Orleans to keeǇ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǘŜƭΩǎ ŘƻƻǊǎ ƻǇŜƴ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ ȅŜŀǊǎ. To attract customers, the 
hotel posted newspaper advertisements in papers as far away as Lincoln.20 Much business was brought to 
Orleans by the Farmers' Equity Co-Operative Creamery, which was billed as the largest co-operative creamery in 

                                                                    
17 Donald Lundberg, The Hotel and Restaurant Business, (Boston, MA: Cahner Books International, 1976), 51. 
18 ȰȬ(ÏÔÅÌ /ÒÌÅÁÎÓȭ ÉÎ .ÁÍÅ 'ÉÖÅÎ /ÕÒ .Å× (ÏÔÅÌȟȱ The Orleans Chronicle, (Orleans, NE), October 16, 1930. 
19 Ȱ(ÏÔÅÌ /ÒÌÅÁÎÓ !ÎÎÏÕÎÃÅÓ ÔÈÅ /ÐÅÎÉÎÇ ÏÆ 4ÈÅÉÒ $ÉÎÉÎÇ 2ÏÏÍȟȱ ÁÄÖÅÒÔÉÓÅÍÅÎÔȟ The Orleans Chronicle, (Orleans, NE), 
.ÏÖÅÍÂÅÒ Ψȟ ΣΫΥΡȢ Ȱ/ÐÅÎÅÄ $ÉÎÉÎÇ 2ÏÏÍ (ÏÔÅÌ /ÒÌÅÁÎÓ 3ÕÎÄÁÙȟȱ The Orleans Chronicle, (Orleans, NE), November 
13, 1930. Ȱ7ÍȢ (Ȣ (ÁÂÅÒ !ÎÎÏÕÎÃÅÓ ÔÈÅ &ÏÒÍÁÌ /ÐÅÎÉÎÇ ÏÆ (ÏÔÅÌ /ÒÌÅÁÎÓȟȱ ÁÄÖÅÒÔÉÓÅÍÅÎÔȟ The Orleans Chronicle, 
(Orleans, NE), November 12, 1930. 

20 Ȱ'ÕÉÄÅ ÏÆ .ÅÂÒÁÓËÁȭÓ ,ÅÁÄÉÎÇ (ÏÔÅÌÓȟȱ Nebraska State Journal, (Lincoln, NE), January 27, 1935. 
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the world. Located along the railroad in south Orleans, the Creamery transformed cream from Colorado, Kansas, 
and parts of Nebraska into butter and ice cream under the Goldmine label, until it closed in 1961. 
 
During the Great Depression, some salesmen continued to travel their circuit, coming to Orleans to take orders 
for new cars and necessary wares in Orleans and the surrounding area. They did their business from the small 
room off the lobby that contained a phone booth and a small library table. 
 
The importance of travelling salesmen to the Hotel Orleans perhaps best exemplified by Charlie Osborn. Known 
more as being the father of legendary Nebraska football coach Tom Osborne, the elder Osborne owned a car 
dealership in Hastings and traveled southern Nebraska selling his Chryslers. While traveling in the 1930s, 
Osborne would stay at Orleans regularly giving the former hotel managerΩs daughter a vocabulary word to look 
up. When he returned in a week or two he would quiz her on the meaning, spelling, and how to use the word in 
a sentence. Once a salesman established a routine route and overnight stays, many were repeat customers 
giving the hotel a consistent clientele. Other business travelers stayed at the hotel for an extended period, 
posting newspaper advertisements directing those interested to call on them at the hotel during a given block of 
time ƻǊ ŀŘǾŜǊǘƛǎŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǘŜƭΩǎ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ ŀǊŜŀǎΦ21 However, by 1943 the 
άŦŀƭƭƛƴƎ ƻŦŦ ƻŦ ǘǊŀƴǎƛŜƴǘ ǘǊŀŘŜέ ƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǘƘŜƴ-manager of the hotel to get out of the business altogether.22 
 
The Hotel Orleans had more to offer travelers than just a nice place to rest their heads. It boasted one of the 
finest restaurants in the surrounding area.23  Big bands who were on tour also played for dances in the ƘƻǘŜƭΩǎ 
basement. The light business of the Great Depression continued through World War II as folks had little time for 
travel and leisure. In the post-war years, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers built at dam creating the Harlan 
County Reservoir between Alma and Republic City.24 Just fifteen miles from Orleans, workers on the project kept 
the hotel full for five or six years.  
 
During this time, the model of hotel architecture changed drastically. In the post-World War II era, the motel 
grew in popularity, becoming the dominant lodging establishment in small towns throughout the country. 
Motels were often located along major roads and highways and catered specifically to people traveling by 
automobile, typically featuring small cabins or adjacent individual rooms arranged in a U- or L-shape plan 
around a central courtyard. The courtyard area, generally replaced the common areas such as restaurants, 
ballrooms, and lobbies so integral to hotels from the 1920s.25 
 
In small towns hotels were more than another business; they were a matter of civic pride and often served as 
gathering places for community activities.26 This was true in Orleans as the hotel hosted a variety of groups and 
events during the period of significanceΣ ǊŀƴƎƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ .ǊƛŘƎŜ /ƭǳō ǘƻ ƘƻǎǘƛƴƎ ŘƛƴƴŜǊ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ {ƻǳǘƘ 
Platte United Chambers of Commerce Board of Directors, to multiple agricultural organizations gathering to 

                                                                    
21 Ȱ"ÌÕÅ #ÒÏÓÓ-"ÌÕÅ 3ÈÉÅÌÄ .ÅÂÒÁÓËÁȟȱ ÁÄÖÅÒÔÉÓÅÍÅÎÔȟ Harlan County Journal, (Alma, NE), March 14, 1957. Ȱ(ÁÒÄ ÏÆ 
(ÅÁÒÉÎÇȩȱ Harlan County Journal, (Alma, NE), October 28, 1943. 

22 Ȱ4ÉÍÅÌÙ 4ÉÄÉÎÇÓ 4ÅÒÓÅÌÙ 4ÏÌÄȟȱ Bertrand Herald, (Bertrand, NE), December 17, 1943. 
23 Ȱ/ÒÌÅÁÎÓȭ .Å× (ÏÔÅÌȟȱ Cambridge Clarion, (Cambridge, NE), November 13, 1930. 
24 53 !ÒÍÙ #ÏÒÐÓ ÏÆ %ÎÇÉÎÅÅÒÓȟ Ȱ(ÁÒÌÁÎ #ÏÕÎÔÙ ,ÁËÅȡ ,ÅÁÒÎ about ÔÈÅ ,ÁËÅȟȱ 53 !ÒÍÙ #ÏÒÐÓ ÏÆ %ÎÇÉÎÅÅÒÓ ×ÅÂÓÉÔÅȟ 

https://www.nwk.usace.army.mil/Locations/District-Lakes/Harlan-County-Lake/About-the-Lake/, accessed October 
22, 2020. 

25 John A. Jakle, Keith A. Sculle, and Jefferson S. Rogers. The Motel in America, (Baltimore, MD: The Johns Hopkins 
University Press, 1996), 57-89. 

26 Talbot Hamlin, The American Spirit in Architecture, (New Haven, CT: Yale University Press, 1926), 280. 

https://www.nwk.usace.army.mil/Locations/District-Lakes/Harlan-County-Lake/About-the-Lake/
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discuss matters at the hotel. Not surprisingly, the American Legion and Auxiliary held meetings in the hotel they 
helped erect.27  
 
Now in its ninety-second year, the Hotel Orleans is on its fifth set of owners.  The Orleans Hotel Holding 
Company owned the hotel until 1945 with no less than three hotel managers: William Haber, Roy Feist, and 
CŜƛǎǘΩǎ ǳƴƴŀƳŜŘ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎƻǊΦ28 For roughly the next forty years, from 1945 to the mid-1980s, Ulysses Grant 
Morgan and his wife, Ruie, owned and operated it. Vincent Specht, an Orleans native and his wife ran it for 
roughly a decade until 1997.  The Spechts artistic abilities still are evident in the things they did to decorate 
walls in various areas. Beginning in 1997, the hotel was owned and operated by Glen Mowery of Steamboat 
Springs, Colorado, until ill health forced him to sell it in 2013. Since then the present owners, David and Marilyn 
Snodgrass, bought it and operate it as the Orleans Hotel Bed & Breakfast.      
 
The population of Orleans now numbers roughly 250, all but a few of the commercial buildings are empty, gone 
is the rail traffic, and the days of the travelling salesmen are over. In spite of all this, the Hotel Orleans continues 
to serve as a choice location for local gatherings and continues to rent out rooms to out of town guests. 
 
Architecture 
Typical hotel construction during the 1920s involved a freestanding building of multiple floors with numerous 
individual rooms. Common design elements at this time included a lobby, dining room/restaurant, a bar, and 
ground floor commercial storefronts. Many hotels also had ballrooms, usually on the second floor.29 Orleans had 
planned for commercial storefronts in its original design and did include a ballroom in its second design, albeit in 
the basement. 
 
The Hotel Orleans is an example of 1920s hotel construction and architecture retaining a high degree of 
integrity. The hotel exhibits the typical two-story, freestanding form, and numerous individual guest rooms on 
each side of a central hall. It offered in-house amenities to guests in the form of the hotel lobby, dining 
room/restaurant, and ballroom. The Hotel Orleans represents the largest and best intact example of early 
twentieth century commercial hotel architecture in Harlan County. Comparable examples in the region are the 
six-story Hotel Dale (801 4th Avenue, Holdrege, Phelps County) which is an example of a larger, grander hotel 
which included ground floor commercial space and the Lincoln Hotel (519 15th Avenue, Franklin, Franklin 
County) which was demolished in 2015.30 
 
The Hotel Orleans embodies all the characteristics of a building of its time.  Craftsmanship shows in all areas of 
construction from the wood and plaster to the windows and doors. The building has a sink in every sleeping 
room which it had from the start.  As such, this free-standing hotel offered travelers separate rooms and a range 
of amenities such as a ballroom, restaurant, laundry, and lounge areas ς typical of hotel design following World 
War I and during the 1920s. The two-story, tan brick, longitudinal block hotel, constructed in 1930, exhibits very 
good interior and exterior integrity. Within the Republican Valley, it is the sole remaining brick longitudinal block 

                                                                    
27 Ȱ/ÒÌÅÁÎÓ .Å×Óȟȱ Harlan County Journal, (AÌÍÁȟ .%Ɋȟ &ÅÂÒÕÁÒÙ Ϊȟ ΣΫΥΦȢ Ȱ305## ÔÏ -ÅÅÔ ÁÔ /ÒÌÅÁÎÓȟ 3ÅÐÔÅÍÂÅÒ ΣΣȟȱ The 

Public Mirror, ɉ!ÒÁÐÁÈÏÅȟ .%Ɋȟ 3ÅÐÔÅÍÂÅÒ Φȟ ΣΫΧΤȢ Ȱ&ÁÒÍ "ÕÒÅÁÕ -ÅÅÔÉÎÇȟȱ Harlan County Journal, (Alma, NE), 
/ÃÔÏÂÅÒ Χȟ ΣΫΦΦȢ Ȱ(ÁÒÌÁÎ #ÏÕÎÔÙ !ÎÎÕÁÌ &ÁÒÍ /×ÎÅÒÓÈÉÐ -ÅÅÔÉÎÇ (ÅÌÄȟȱ Harlan County Journal, (Alma, NE), 
&ÅÂÒÕÁÒÙ ΤΡȟ ΣΫΦΩȢ Ȱ/ÒÌÅÁÎÓ 2ÅÕÂÅÎ &ÁÒÍ "ÕÒÅÁÕ 5ÎÉÔ .Å×Óȟȱ Harlan County Journal, (Alma, NE), January 17, 1952. 
Ȱ#ÏÕÎÔÙ -ÅÅÔÉÎÇ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ,ÅÇÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ !ÕØÉÌÉÁÒÙȟȱ Harlan County Journal, (Alma, NE), September 3, 1942. 

28 Ȱ/ÒÌÅÁÎÓ .Å× (ÏÔÅÌȟȱ Cambridge Clarionȟ ɉ#ÁÍÂÒÉÄÇÅȟ .%Ɋȟ .ÏÖÅÍÂÅÒ ΣΥȟ ΣΫΥΡȢ Ȱ4ÉÍÅÌÙ 4ÉÄÉÎÇÓ 4ÅÒÓÅÌÙ 4ÏÌÄȟȱ 
Bertrand Herald, (Bertrand, NE), December 17, 1943. 

29 Talbot Hamlin, The American Spirit in Architecture, (New Haven, CT: Yale University Press, 1926), 280. 
30 CaÒÏÌ !ÈÌÇÒÅÎ ÁÎÄ 'ÒÅÇ -ÉÌÌÅÒȟ Ȱ,ÉÎÃÏÌÎ (ÏÔÅÌȟȱ .ÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ 2ÅÇÉÓÔÅÒ ÏÆ (ÉÓÔÏÒÉÃ 0ÌÁÃÅÓ 2ÅÇÉÓÔÒÁÔÉÏÎ &ÏÒÍȟ ɉ.03 

#89000799), listed July 6, 1989, removed March 22, 2016. 



United States Department of the Interior  

National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form  
NPS Form 10-900 OMB No. 1024-0018 
 

Hotel Orleans  Harlan County, Nebraska 
Name of Property County and State 

15 

hotel. A longitudinal hotel presents its narrow side to the street, with its longer dimension running back from 
the street toward the alley. While it exhibits a less-imposing presence on the street, it achieves greater 
efficiency in terms of the number of rooms within. Guest rooms are arranged along both sides of a central 
corridor which runs perpendicular to the street, with all rooms having exterior windows for light and ventilation. 
 
Conclusion 
The Hotel Orleans is eligible for the National Register of Historic Places under Criterion A: Commerce and under 
Criterion C: Architecture. The resource was, and continues to be, an important commercial resource in Orleans 
and still exhibits the qualities and features of hotel architecture common between World War I and the Great 
Depression. 
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The Orleans Chronicle ς Orleans, NE 
άbŜǿ IƻǘŜƭ ŦƻǊ hǊƭŜŀƴǎ !ǎǎǳǊŜŘΥ wŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛǾŜ ²ƛƭƭ .Ŝ ƛƴ ¢ƻǿƴ ƛƴ CŜǿ 5ŀȅǎ ǘƻ /ƭƻǎŜ ǘƘŜ 5ŜŀƭΣέ February 14, 1929. 
άIƻǘŜƭ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ aŜŜǘƛƴƎ ¢ƻƴƛƎƘǘΣέ aŀǊŎƘ тΣ мфнфΦ  
ά¢ƘŜ IƻǘŜƭ aǳǎǘ /ƻƳŜΣέ aŀǘŎƘ нуΣ мфнфΦ  
wŜǾΦ WΦ9Φ IŀƘƴΣ ά¢ƘŜ bŜǿ IƻǘŜƭΣέ !ǇǊƛƭ пΣ мфнфΦ 
ά/ƛǘƛȊŜƴǎ [ŀǳƴŎƘ ϷслΣллл CǳƴŘ /ŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ ǘƻ .ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ƴŜǿ aƻŘŜǊƴ IƻǘŜƭ ƛƴ hǊƭŜŀƴǎΣέ WǳƴŜ моΣ мфнфΦ 
 άbŜǿ IƻǘŜƭ {ƛǘŜ {ŜƭŜŎǘŜd at Meeting of Stockholders Last Friday Night," The Orleans Chronicle, (Orleans, NE), July 25, 1929. 
ά9ȄŎŀǾŀǘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ hǊƭŜŀƴǎ bŜǿ IƻǘŜƭ .ŀǎŜƳŜƴǘ ƛǎ ¦ƴŘŜǊǿŀȅ- /ƻƴǘǊŀŎǘ [ŜǘΣέ aŀǊŎƘ нлΣ мфолΦ  
ά²ŀǘŜǊƳŀƴ ϧ ¢ǊǳƳōƻ DƛǾŜƴ /ƻƴǘǊŀŎǘ ǘƻ .ǳƛƭŘ hǊƭŜŀƴǎ bŜǿ aƻŘŜǊƴ IƻǘŜƭΣέ aŀǊŎƘ нтΣ мфолΦ 
 άΨIƻǘŜƭ hǊƭŜŀƴǎΩ ƛƴ bŀƳŜ DƛǾŜƴ hǳǊ bŜǿ IƻǘŜƭΣέ The Orleans Chronicle, (Orleans, NE), October 16, 1930. 
άIƻǘŜƭ hǊƭŜŀƴǎ !ƴƴƻǳƴŎŜǎ ǘƘŜ hǇŜƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ¢ƘŜƛǊ 5ƛƴƛƴƎ wƻƻƳΣέ ŀŘǾŜǊǘƛǎŜƳŜƴǘΣ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ сΣ мфолΦ  
ά²ƳΦ IΦ IŀōŜǊ !ƴƴƻǳƴŎŜǎ ǘƘŜ CƻǊƳŀƭ hǇŜƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ IƻǘŜƭ hǊƭŜŀƴǎΣέ ŀŘǾŜǊǘƛǎŜƳŜƴǘΣ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ мнΣ мфолΦ 
άhǇŜƴŜŘ 5ƛƴƛƴƎ wƻƻƳ IƻǘŜƭ hǊƭŜŀƴǎ {ǳƴŘŀȅΣέ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ моΣ мфолΦ  
 
Harlan County Journal ς Alma, NE 
άhǊƭŜŀƴǎ bŜǿǎΣέ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ уΣ мфопΦ  
ά/ƻǳƴǘȅ aŜŜǘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ŜƎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ !ǳȄƛƭƛŀǊȅΣέ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ оΣ мфпнΦ 
άIŀǊŘ ƻŦ IŜŀǊƛƴƎΚέ hŎǘƻōŜǊ нуΣ мфпоΦ 
άCŀǊƳ .ǳǊŜŀǳ aŜŜǘƛƴƎΣέ hŎǘƻōŜǊ рΣ мфппΦ  
άIŀǊƭŀƴ /ƻǳƴǘȅ !ƴƴǳŀƭ CŀǊƳ hǿƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ aŜŜǘƛƴƎ IŜƭŘΣέ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ нлΣ мфптΦ  
άhǊƭŜŀƴǎ wŜǳōŜƴ CŀǊƳ .ǳǊŜŀǳ ¦ƴƛǘ bŜǿǎΣέ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ мтΣ мфрнΦ  
 ά.ƭǳŜ /Ǌƻǎǎ-.ƭǳŜ {ƘƛŜƭŘ bŜōǊŀǎƪŀΣέ ŀŘǾŜǊǘƛǎŜƳŜƴt, March 14, 1957.  
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Bibliography (Insert bibliography here ς cite the books, articles and other sources used in preparing this form.) 
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Other Newspapers 
άbŜǿ /ƻǊǇƻǊŀǘƛƻƴǎΣέ Lincoln Journal, (Lincoln, NE), July 27, 1929. 
ά{ǘŀǘŜ bŜǿǎ LǘŜƳǎ ƻŦ LƴǘŜǊŜǎǘΣέ Blain County Booster, (Dunning, NE), August 8, 1929.  
άhǊƭŜŀƴǎΩ bŜǿ IƻǘŜƭΣέ Cambridge Clarion, (Cambridge, NE), November 13, 1930. 
άDǳƛŘŜ ƻŦ bŜōǊŀǎƪŀΩǎ [ŜŀŘƛƴƎ IƻǘŜƭǎΣέ Nebraska State Journal, (Lincoln, NE), January 27, 1935. 
ά¢ƛƳŜƭȅ ¢ƛŘƛƴƎǎ ¢ŜǊǎŜƭȅ ¢ƻƭŘΣέ Bertrand Herald, (Bertrand, NE), December 17, 1943. 
ά{t¦// ǘƻ aŜŜǘ ŀǘ hǊƭŜŀƴǎΣ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ ммΣέ The Public Mirror, (Arapahoe, NE), September 4, 1952.  
άwǳǊŀƭ .ŜǊǘǊŀƴŘ aŀƴ tǳǊŎƘŀǎŜǎ IƻƭŘǊŜƎŜ 5ƻǿƴǘƻǿƴ [ŀƴŘƳŀǊƪΣέ Holdrege Citizen, (Holdrege, NE), April 5, 2013. 
 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): Primary location of additional data: 

  preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR  67 has been requested)   State Historic Preservation Office 

  previously listed in the National Register   Other State agency 

  previously determined eligible by the National Register   Federal agency 

  designated a National Historic Landmark   Local government 

  recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey   #   University 

  recorded by Historic American Engineering Record #   Other (Name of repository) 

  recorded by Historic American Landscape Survey #    

Historic Resources Survey Number (if assigned): HN04-042 

Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property.) 

Legal Description: LOTS 205-206 ORIGINAL 
The nominated property is bounded by East Pine Street on the south, South Orleans Avenue on the west, and a gravel 
alleyway on the east. To the north is a vacant parcel. 
 

Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected.) 

The nominated property is the land historically associated with the Hotel Orleans. 
 

11.  Form Prepared By 

name/title Marilyn Snodgrass / Owner 

organization Orleans Hotel Bed & Breakfast date November 25, 2020 

street & number 101 East Pine Street telephone 308-473-4025 

city or town Orleans state NE zip code 68966 

email orleanshotelbedandbreakfast@gmail.com 

 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of property Less than 1 USGS Quadrangle Orleans, Nebr. (1973) 

Latitude/Longitude Coordinates 

Datum if other than WGS84:   

1. Latitude 40.130217 Longitude -99.454784  

2. Latitude  Longitude   

3. Latitude  Longitude   

4. Latitude  Longitude   
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Additional Documentation 
Submit the following items with the completed form: 
 

 
Figure 5: Hotel Orleans plans by E. Floyd Redding, Hotel Orleans, primary (south) elevation; note: plans have building 

originally facing east. 
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Figure 6: Hotel Orleans plans by E. Floyd Redding, Hotel Orleans; west (south) and east (north) elevations. 
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Figure 7: Hotel Orleans plans by E. Floyd Redding, Hotel Orleans; first floor. 
 






































